
 

0 
 
 



 

1 
 

 

 

 

Foreword by Chair of Centre for Research in Language and Linguistics………………………………4 
 
Foreword by Chair of Conference ............................................................................................. 3 
 

Conference Organizing Committee .......................................................................................... 5 

Keynote Presentation 
From interdisciplinary evidence to pedagogic theory-building:Theorising a multisensory 
approach to literacy and second language learning* 
Dr. Ania Lian ............................................................................................................................... 6 
 

Plenary session 1 
The Regional Turn in Digital Humanities in India: Decolonizing Digital Knowledge 
Infrastructures 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nirmala Menon ................................................................................................ 8 
 

Plenary session 2  Prof. Dr. Holger Briel  ................................................................................. 10 
 

Plenary session 3 
Corpus Linguistics, the Digital Humanities, and the Study of Malay 
Prof. Dr. Zuraidah Mohd Don .................................................................................................. 11 
 

Plenary session 4 Mr. Hassan Muthalib .................................................................................. 12 
 

Plenary session 5  

Digital Agriculture and Smart Farming in Malaysia 

Mr. Ramana K. Naidu ............................................................................................................... 13 
 

Feature Forum 

Malaysian Corpus Research Network (MCRN)…………………………………………………………………….15 
 

Conference programme .......................................................................................................... 16 
 

List of Abstracts 
The Challenges Faced By University Lecturers During Online Teaching 
Frankie Subon, Farah Shakinah Muhammad Firdaus Baskaran .............................................. 17 
 

Communicative Competence For Academic Leaders: The Role Of Digital Literacy In Post-Covid 
19 
Halah Kamal Saed .................................................................................................................... 18 
 

Level Of Proficiency In English Of Elementary Education And Business Administration Students 
Jean G. Javier ............................................................................................................................ 19 

Contents 



 

2 
 

Unfolding The Linguistic Features And Image Patterns Of Clickbait Headlines In The Philippines 
Joseph P. Nacionales ................................................................................................................ 20 
 

The Refusal Speech Act: An Investigation Of The Strategies Employ By Meranaw University 
Students In the Southern Philippines 
Juhaid H.S. H. Abbas ................................................................................................................. 21 
 

English Major Students’ Repair Practices During Talk-In-Interaction In Online Discussion 
Forums: A Case Study 
Myrin P. Reposo, Nasel P. Cabias, Roda Micaela O. Abunales ................................................ 22 
 

Exploring Thematic Structure Of Malaysian Diachronic Corpus Of Climate Change Using Topic 
Modelling Approach 
Nor Fariza Mohd Nor, Azhar Jaludin, Jamaludin Aziz, Sabrina Tiun, Lam Kuok Choy, Tasha Erina 
Taufek, Wang Qing ................................................................................................................... 23 
 

Representation of Modern Malay Women In The Malaysian Social Media 
Nurul Balqish K, Zalina Mohd K and Afida Mohamad A. ......................................................... 24 
 

Animation Film As A Cultural Production of Malaysian Folktales:Upin & Ipin: The Lone 
Gibbon Kris (2019) 
Nurul Iva Binti Mohd Muzamli, Ayu Haswida Abu Bakar ........................................................ 25 
 

Encountering Texts On Smartphones: Text Types And Selection Strategies Of L2 Students 
Oh Chen May, Pramela Krish, Afendi Hamat ........................................................................... 26 
 

Investigating Compliment Response Strategies Among Gen X And Z On Facebook 
Revathi Kathir, Marlyna Maros ................................................................................................ 27 
 

Women’S Language: Investigation Of The Conversations Of Meranaw Women Occupants Of 
Super New Girls Dormitory 
Sambodatu, Famila M.  ............................................................................................................ 28 
 

Digital Humanities : The Illustrious Curation of Digital Repositories 
Samiya Kagdi ............................................................................................................................ 29 
 

The Evolution of The Female Villain Through Digital Storytelling: Cruella De Vil   
Siti Nur Saadah Saadun, Raihanah M.M, Melissa Shamini Perry …………………………………………30 
 

The Use of Persuasive Strategies In Political Discourse of Female Leaders’ Covid-19 Speeches 
Tang Kui Lin, Sharon Sharmini and Muhammad Yasir Yahya .................................................. 31 
 

Sentiment Analysis of China-Related News On The Star Online 
Wu Hong Kesumawati Binti A. Bakar, Norsimah Mat Awal, Azhar Bin Jaludin ....................... 32 
 

Special Thanks ......................................................................................................................... 33 
 



 

3 
 

 

 

Foreword by Chair of 
Centre for Research in 

Language and Linguistics 
 

I would like to start by wishing you and your families my personal best—for your health and 

safety in these difficult times. 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the Digital Humanities International Conference 

2021, organized by the Digital Humanities Research group under the Applied Linguistic 

Research Cluster of the Centre of Research in Language and Linguistics, Faculty of Social 

Sciences and Humanities, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. Despite the challenges posed by 

the COVID-19 pandemic, I am thankful that we managed to gather here today for this 

conference. We are honoured and delighted to have prominent keynote speaker and plenary 

speakers, from the academia and the industry, in the conference.  I would like to thank all the 

distinguished speakers and presenters for taking time to participate, from near and far, in this 

online conference.  

Within the last decade, debates about the digital computer and the humanities have by and 

large taken place under the umbrella term “Digital Humanities.” Consequently, the 

humanities have become digital by making the objects of study available in digital form, by 

introducing digital analytical tools, and by establishing digital means of communication for 

discussing the research process, for disseminating research results, and for interacting with 

society at large. The main theme of the conference which is Past, Now and Future 

encapsulates and acknowledges the significant contribution of digital humanities to scientific 

research. I hope that this conference will further stimulate research collaboration between 

the humanities and the sciences.  

Last but not least, I wish to convey my sincere appreciation to the conference committee for 

organizing this conference and for ensuring that it proceeded smoothly. I wish everyone a 

fruitful conference. I hope we will have the opportunity to meet again in 2022.  

 

Warm wishes 

Nor Fariza Mohd Nor 

Chair 

Center for Research in Language and Linguistics 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities 

UKM 
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Foreword by Chair of Digital 

Humanities International 

Conference 2021 

 

Distinguished guests, speakers and participants, 

Welcome to the Digital Humanities International Conference 2021 organized by the Digital 
Humanities Research group under the Applied Linguistic Research Cluster of the Centre of 
Research in Language and Linguistics, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia. I am pleased that despite the challenges and restrictions due to the 
global pandemic, we are able to meet online to carry out this event.   

Firstly, let me greet all speakers and participants from abroad and Malaysia to make this 
conference a success. Papers presented in this conference encompass the many aspects of 
Digital Humanities and the scholarship received in the next two days will surely enable us to 
understand, learn and open new horizons to improve existing research and carry out 
impactful research to reach the practitioners, academics and the community. 

Secondly, I take this opportunity to thank my organizing committee for their efforts and 
support in ensuring a smooth and eventful two days. The organizing of this conference is also 
a joint effort of a team of enthusiastic postgraduate students, both international and local at 
the Centre 

Last but not least, I would like to extend my gratitude to the leadership at UKM and the 
support staff for always lending us a hand when organizing events of this nature.  

Let me thank each and every one present here and I sincerely hope this conference brings 
you knowledge, ideas and memories.  

Warm wishes, 

Pramela Krish 

 

 

 

 



 

5 
 

 

 

 

DH International Conference 2021 Committee Members 
 
 
Advisor 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nor Fariza Mohd Nor  

 
 
Chair 

 
Assoc. Prof Dr. Pramela Krish 
 
Co-chair:  
 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Afendi Hamat 
 
 
Secretary 

 
Dr. Kesumawati Abu Bakar 
Madam Fuzirah Hashim 
 
 
Abstracts 

 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Marlyna Maros (Head) 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Norsimah Mat Awal 
Assoc. Prof Dr. Jamaluddin Aziz 
Dr. Intan Safinaz Zainudin 
Dr. Azianura Hani Shaari 
Dr Azhar Jalaluddin 
 
 
Media and Publicity 

 

Dr. Azianura Hani Shaari 

  

Organising Committee 

Technical Support  

 
Mr. Mohd Shafik Khamshah 
Mr. Mohd Faizal Izdham Tajuddin 
Dr. Azhar Jalaluddin 
 

 

Student Committee 

 

Ainur Rahmah Ellias  

Anis Nadiah Che Abdul Rahman  

Chen Limin 

Haryani Hamzah  

Liu Binghong 

Muhammad Syafiq Bin Zulkifli 

Nur Fazniena Natasha Fauzi  

Nur Syaheerah Syafiqa Mohd Rushdan  

Nurul Haziqah Abdul Halim  

Oh Chen May  

Tasha Erina Taufek  



 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Universities all around the world are undergoing changes to increase accountability of their 

activities relating to the key areas of performance which include teaching, research, and 

community engagement. The three areas are not independent of each other, however, the 

relationship between them remains unclear to many educators as does the concept of 

transformative learning. Due to this confusion, too often language and literacy are taught as 

skills rather than community participation. Research reinforces this tendency by making 

language and its structures the centre of its “evidence”. These narrowly framed criteria are in 

stark contrast to the complex agenda of modern education that constructs students as 

individuals in context and seeks to expand students’ perspectives on their contexts and on 

themselves as a result. However, it is increasingly difficult to address these goals in a climate 

where policymakers, anxious that educators do the “right thing”, mandate teaching 

approaches that seek evidence in linguistic theories and their descriptive rules. Such policies 

inadvertently discourage any attempts that would question these. Yet, research begins with 

questioning, and new ways of thinking and practice follow. In this presentation, I will illustrate 

my own journey as a researcher in English language and literacy pedagogy. I will identify 

interdisciplinary research that triggered new developments in my work and sources of 

evidence that confirmed its relevance. I will also provide evidence from the experimental 

work conducted by my doctoral students and will conclude the presentation with a set of 

principles that define the multisensory approach to literacy and second language learning. I 

will link these principles to current thinking in Second Language Acquisition and discuss a way 

forward. Overall, the message of this presentation is that research matters and that well-

informed research, sometimes or often, may generate unexpected innovations that open new 

directions and new opportunities.  

 

*************************************************************************** 

 

Keynote presentation 

From interdisciplinary evidence to pedagogic 

theory-building: Theorising a multisensory 

approach to literacy and second language 

learning 

Dr. Ania Lian 

Thursday, October 21, 2021 

10:30a.m. 
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Dr. Ania Lian works at the College of Indigenous Futures, Education and the Arts, Charles 

Darwin University, Australia. Ania is also Vice President of AsiaCALL (Research). Ania is 

committed to supporting the process of building advanced education systems in Australia and 

Southeast Asia and her research focuses on investigating and developing solutions relevant 

to this goal. She won Australia Awards Fellowship grant to train scholars and administrators 

from Cambodia in teaching quality. Ania specialises in language and literacy education, 

integrating interdisciplinarity and technology. Ania teaches undergraduate and postgraduate 

teacher education courses and is an experienced doctoral students’ supervisor. Among her 

recent publications is the co-edited book, Challenges in Global Learning: International 

contexts and cross disciplinary perspectives. The book is an example of leadership and 

mentoring that Ania provides as coursework master’s coordinator. 
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This talk will examine the emerging areas of research in Digital Humanities in India by an 

examination of the term “Digital Humanities” and its uneven and uncertain trajectory in the 

Indian research ecosystem. As with other systems around the world, DH in India is complex 

and contextual and each of us involved in the disciplinary practice encounter resistance and 

skepticism. Resistance to what is perceived as a deliberate distancing from the larger 

Humanities queries, skepticism about appropriating the rhetoric of STEM disciplines merely 

as a tool for greater legitimacy and validation. 

But of course DH is far more than a sum of its criticisms and skepticisms I will address why 

it is imperative that the digital be harnessed, critiqued, deconstructed and dissected precisely 

so that the issues that Humanities scholars have been invested in continue to be at the centre 

of the development, deployment and dissemination of technology. Using the example of 

Decolonizing Knowledge Systems through Scholarly Publishing I underscore the need to make 

knowledge productions multilingual and accessible to students and researchers in different 

parts of the country and the role of Open Access India in making education access a little less 

unequal than it is now. I will discuss IIT Indore’s Project KSHIP and some of the continuing 

challenges in launching the project. 

Digital Humanities pedagogy in India is a journey- a data point that is part of a cosmic, but 

networked chaos. As scholars who work in the intersectional identities of the digital and 

humanities, those data points are marked with a lot of support, mentoring, learning and 

unlearning. A survey of university courses across various small and big universities 

(forthcoming by Shanmugapriya and Menon) suggest that many small universities are also 

recognizing the need to introduce Digital Humanities courses as a primer for their 

undergraduate students. The ubiquity of computational resources and techniques as an 

essential part of Humanities inquiry is increasingly recognized across liberal arts departments 

but the willingness, resources and institutional support to translate these into pedagogical 

tools and curriculum is still nascent and emerging. I consider some of the reasons for the 

resistance to institutionalizing digital humanities within the larger university systems in India 

and conclude that the causes are historical but also perhaps the embedded rigidity and 

regimentation of university-curricula across disciplines. Digital Humanities, as defined by its 

purported inter- or transdisciplinary character, becomes a tough sell within Indian university 

ecosystems, often constrained by their colonial origins and the limitations of a postcolonial  

Plenary session 1 

The Regional Turn in Digital Humanities in India: 

Decolonizing Digital Knowledge Infrastructures 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nirmala Menon 

Thursday, October 21 , 2021 

2:00p.m. 
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social imaginary. By highlighting key issues regarding digital affordances in postcolonial 

contexts and exemplifying digital humanities projects that were presented at the DHAI 2018 

conference, along with representative digital interventions beyond the conference's ambit, 

we conduct what we may term a ‘distant reading’ of the digital humanities in India. In 

conclusion, I underline the need for a postcolonial digital humanity that is deeply invested in 

cross-disciplinary exchanges and pedagogical innovation: one that interrogates hegemonic 

assumptions about both “Postcolonialism” and “Digital Humanities.”  

 

*************************************************************************** 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nirmala Menon is an Associate Professor in the School of Humanities and 

Social Sciences(HSS), Department of English, IIT Indore. She is the author of Migrant Identities 

of Creole Cosmopolitans: Transcultural Narratives of Contemporary Postcoloniality (Peter 

Lang Publishing, Germany, 2014) and Remapping the Postcolonial Canon: Remap, Reimagine, 

Retranslate (Palgrave Macmillan, UK 2017). She is the Co-Editor of the first multilingual 

Volume of E-literature to be published from India. Apart from the books, she has published 

more than 50 research papers in numerous international journals (Oxford University Press, 

Taylor and Francis, Sage among others) and speaks, writes and publishes about postcolonial 

studies, digital Humanities and scholarly publishing. She mentors research scholars and runs 

DH projects from the research lab at IIT Indore. Her research group works on Digital Projects 

relating to Cultural Heritage through both creation and curation of Archives and Databases. 

She is the Project Director for KSHIP (Knowledge Sharing in Publishing). While her primary area 

of research is Postcolonial studies and Digital Humanities, Graphic literature, Partition Studies 

and Translation studies are additional areas of research. Dr. Nirmala has received various 

national and international grants and awards ( MHRD, SPARC, UKEIRI, Academia Europaea 

among others). She has also hosted Fulbright Scholars in her lab and she along with her 

students have received international awards such as Charles Wallace Fellowship, Zubaan 

Saaskawa Publishing prize and ASEM-DUO fellowship. She has given more than 50 lectures 

and keynotes at various national and international forums and lead or facilitated workshops 

in Digital Humanities in India and internationally. As Vice President of CenterNet (Consortium 

of Digital Humanities Research Groups globally), Dr. Menon has put DH in India on the global 

map. She is also on the Advisory Board of the Open Library of Humanities (OLH) , Advisory 

Board member of Ubiquity Press, UK and Advisory Board Member, Open Access India and 

Chair, (2016-17) CLCS Global South Forum, Modern Language Association (MLA). Dr Nirmala 

Menon is one of the founder members and current President of Digital Humanities Alliance in 

Research and Teaching Innovation (DHARTI). 
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Prof. Dr. Holger Briel 

 Thursday, October 21, 2021 

3:45p.m. 

 

 

Professor Dr Holger BRIEL is Dean of UIC’s Division of Culture and Creativity. He holds a Ph.D. 

in Cultural Theory from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, an M.A. in Comparative 

Literature from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor and a B.A. in English and German from 

Eberhardt-Karls-Universität Tübingen, Germany. A portion of his graduate studies was also 

undertaken at the Université de Paris, Sorbonne. Previously, Dr Briel has taught at New York 

University, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Aristotle University Thessaloniki, the University of 

Innsbruck, the University of Surrey, Indiana State University and Xi'an Jiaotong Liverpool 

University. He has held numerous Visiting Professorships and lectured at Oxford University, UC 

Berkeley, CUNY, Ateneo de Manila, the National University of Malaysia, the National 

University of Singapore, Universität Rostock and many others. Besides many other 

engagements, he continues to supervise Ph.D. and Master students in countries around the 

globe. He has published copiously in media and cultural studies, philosophy, the social 

sciences, and international management studies and remains active a as journalist for several 

international newspapers. For many years, he has been the Editor-in-Chief of the influential 

IAFOR Journal of Cultural Studies and sits as Editor and Joint Editor on many journal boards. 

Furthermore, he is the recipient of numerous prestigious research grants and fellowships, most 

recently the endowed National South Korean Senior Fellowship in Cultural Studies. Besides a 

number of national education supervisory appointments, for a number of years he has also 

been a member of the EU Council for Higher Education. 

  

Plenary session 2 
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This presentation is concerned with setting the direction for the future linguistic study of 

Malay. Linguists traditionally analysed data which they had invented themselves, but for the 

last forty years or so, it has been possible to compile large corpora of naturally produced data 

containing millions of words. Although a concordance program can extract useful information 

about individual words from raw corpus data, more advanced analysis requires the corpus 

texts to be processed, beginning with grammatical tagging. Language is a system of systems, 

and investigating one system may require the investigation of others. Tagging a Malay text 

requires an understanding of the morphological system, and understanding the morphology 

requires an understanding of the phonology; and all this information has to be available in 

computer-readable form.  The central idea behind the Digital Humanities is the use of digital 

methods to address traditional problems in the Humanities, and in this case involves the 

digital analysis of the language system. The combination of corpus linguistics and digital 

analysis is the obvious (and possibly only viable) way forward for the linguistic study of Malay. 

The presentation includes a description of MaLex, which is a working digital device that makes 

an automatic analysis of Malay texts. 

 

*************************************************************************** 

Prof. Dr. Zuraidah Mohd Don is Professor in the Language Academy, at the Faculty of Social 

Sciences and Humanities, UTM, having retired from the University of Malaya as Senior 

Professor in Linguistics and English Language. She has built up a professorial profile in the 

course of her career as an academic for more than 30 years. She is a prolific writer and has 

written books, book chapters and journal articles in linguistics and English language. Her PhD 

thesis was on Malay prosody in talk-in-interaction. She has published two research 

monographs on Malay using the MALEX corpus, one on word class in Malay and  the other on 

Malay adverbs and adverbials. Her latest publication on Malay is a journal article taking a 

digital approach to the investigation of  Malay. She is on the Editorial Board of  international 

ISI- and Scopus-indexed journals, and other international peer-reviewed linguistics and applied 

linguistics journals. In view of her work, she has been invited as keynote or plenary speaker at 

international conferences in Malaysia and abroad.  

Plenary session 3 

 
 

Corpus Linguistics, the Digital Humanities,  

and the Study of Malay 

Prof. Dr. Zuraidah Mohd Don  

Friday, October 22, 2021 

9:30a.m.  
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Mr. Hassan Muthalib  

Friday, October 22, 2021 

11:15a.m. 

 

 

 

Hassan Muthalib (born 1945) is a self-taught artist, writer, animator and film director with a 

career spanning more than 50 years. He is well-known for his humourous public service 

advertisements and the Sang Kancil animation series of the 1970s and 80, and directing 

Malaysia’s first animated feature film. Officially recognised as the Father of Malaysian 

Animation and an Asian Animation Pioneer, he has researched and written on Malaysian film 

and animation history. This has resulted in two books which are now references at schools, 

colleges and universities, both locally and overseas. Hassan has also presented his research 

papers at international conferences, and written articles for books, film magazines and 

academic journals. In 2018, he received the Merdeka Award in the Education & Community 

category. 

Hassan is a frequent seminar speaker both locally and overseas, including being a Visiting 

Scholar at Nanyang Technological University. He is a jury member for international film 

festivals and has curated film festivals for Malaysia, Singapore, Germany and Hungary. His 

research papers on academia.edu have garnered almost 80,000 views and are frequently 

cited. These researches have led to the archiving and digitising of the historical material in his 

possession so as to be easily accessible to researchers. 
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Digital Agriculture and Smart Farming in 

Malaysia 

Mr. Ramana K. Naidu  

 Friday, October 22, 2021 

2:30p.m. 

 

Digital agriculture will not only change how farmers farm but will fundamentally transform 

every part of the agri-business value chain. This presentation will share on how agriculture 

sector is transforming in Malaysia, especially the grain corn industry.  Grain corn or widely 

known as “animal-feed corn” has high demand in Malaysia to produce animal feed and 

increase our nation’s Self Sufficiency Level. Grain corn is cultivated by adopting technology in 

Malaysia. The new generation of agropreneurs are increasingly adopting digital technologies 

to transform agriculture from traditional industry. In the past, farmers made decisions based 

on their personal experience, combined with interpreting local conditions. With digital 

technologies, especially involvement of Internet of Things (IoT) such industries can turned 

into high-tech sector. Smart, connected devices can now provide the insight to enable farms 

to improve every aspect of their operations. IoT devices are able to help agropreneurs by 

providing data on soil condition and moisture, in which they do not have to over-irrigate or 

over-fertilize the soil which eventually makes the farming projects cost effective. This 

presentation will end with the unique challenges faced by this sector today and share the 

digital agriculture revolution.  

 

*************************************************************************** 

 

Mr. Ramana K Naidu is a leading agripreneur in Malaysia who has transformed a career from 

aviation to modern agriculture. He is highly interested in maximizing youth power with well-

equipped production skills, business knowledge and personal development to establish 

resilient urban farmers and farm enterprises with modern technology. Being the founder of 

Famox Plantation (M) Sdn. Bhd., he has become a pioneer of commercial grain corn plantation 

in Malaysia. Over the years, he has mentored over 250 people in agriculture field, especially 

in growing grain corn under various projects initiated by his company. Through prioritized and 

differentiated strategies, Mr. Ramana has emphasized the concept of Integrated Farming 

where the cultivation of livestock and crop has been conducted simultaneously with advance 

digital system. Additionally, he is leveraging the advanced technology management concept  

Plenary session 5 
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of farm mechanization and smart farming which undeniably has increased the profitability 

and optimizing the labour. In accordance to the 4.0 IR, Mr. Ramana has included a greater 

focus on the application of smart farming using data-driven and targeted application of 

agrochemical using the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) or commonly known as Drone, to 

create a conducive environment for pre-planting and post-planting activities. With the help of 

Internet of Thing (IoT), machine learning and artificial intelligence, Mr. Ramana believed that 

Malaysian farming industry can be transitioned into Agriculture 5.0 which efficiently manages 

any crop that will be planted. In year 2014, Mr. Ramana received his first ever recognition by 

MAFI, the most meaningful Anugerah Usahawan Tani Berjaya that propelled him to soar 

higher in the agro-based industry. Mr. Ramana is also a recipient of Anugerah Agropreneur 

Muda Jaya in 2016 and 2019, Anugerah Agropreneur Agrobank in 2019 and more. 
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The MCRN Feature Forum is held in conjunction with the UKM Digital Humanities 

International Conference 2021. With the theme ‘MCRN and bridging the gap: Promoting 

digital humanities through use of corpus methods’, the symposium brings together a group 

of corpus linguists/enthusiasts from Malaysia to introduce the Malaysian Corpus Research 

Network (MCRN) and discuss the challenges and opportunities open to researchers and 

language professionals in applying computer-based technology in the humanities. The forum 

comprises four speakers that have incorporated corpus linguistics in a wide area of 

humanities type research, with questions and comments invited from the audience. We invite 

participation from the conference to join the discussion on how digitising access to 

information has had a tremendous effect on the ability to undertake research in the arts and 

humanities and to what extent MCRN provides the platform for more open discussions. 

 

What is MCRN?  

The Malaysian Corpus Research Network (MCRN) was mooted at the Malaysia Corpus 

Research Colloquium held at Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) in 2012 with the objective of 

providing a platform for corpus linguists in Malaysia to network, share information and 

collaborate.  Following more discussions at the Malaysia Corpus Research Symposium 

organized by Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) in 2015, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) 

in 2018 and the recent one which was organized by UiTM Shah Alam in December 2020, it 

was decided that the best way to achieve the objective of MCRN is through a website that 

pools together information on corpus researchers, activities and projects, corpora, and 

publications on corpus research in Malaysia.  It has also served as a platform for enquiries 

and discussions regarding corpus research matters in Malaysia and related issues, with 

monthly webinars on corpus and applied linguistics. For more information, you can visit: 

https://malaysiancorpusnetwork.wordpress.com/  

Feature Forum 

https://malaysiancorpusnetwork.wordpress.com/
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DAY 1 (21st Oct 2021) 
 

9.45am Arrival of Guests and Guests of Honour 
 
10.00am Lagu NegaraKu 

Varsiti Kita 
Doa Recitation 

 
10.15am    OPENING AND OFFICIATING SPEECH BY THE VICE 

CHANCELLOR OF UKM:  
YBhg. Prof. Dato’ Ts. Dr. Mohd Ekhwan Hj. Toriman 
 
MONTAGE OF DH ACTIVITIES 

 
10.30am KEYNOTE PRESENTATION: Dr. Ania Lian 
 
11.15am PAPER PRESENTATIONS 
 
12.15pm Break 
 
2.00pm PLENARY 1: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nirmala Menon 
 
2.45pm PAPER PRESENTATIONS 
 
3.45pm PLENARY 2: Prof. Dr. Holger Briel 

    
4.30pm End of Day 1 
 
 

DAY 2 (22nd OCT 2021) 
 

9.30am PLENARY 3: Prof. Dr. Zuraidah Mohd Don  
 
10.15am PAPER PRESENTATIONS 
 
11.15am PLENARY 4: Mr. Hassan Muthalib  
 
12.00pm      Break 
 
2.30pm PLENARY 5: Mr. Ramana K. Naidu 
 
3.15pm FEATURE FORUM: Malaysian Corpus Research Network 
 
4.15pm CLOSING SPEECH BY THE DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF 

SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES, UKM:  
YBhg. Prof. Dr. Hjh. Hazita Azman  

 
4.30pm PHOTO SESSION 

 
END OF CONFERENCE 

Conference Programme 
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THE CHALLENGES FACED BY UNIVERSITY LECTURERS DURING ONLINE TEACHING 
 

Frankie Subon, Farah Shakinah Muhammad Firdaus Baskaran  

HELP University, Shah Alam, Malaysia 
Management and Science University, Shah Alam, Malaysia 

frankie.s@help.edu.my 
sakeena0303@gmail.com 

  
  

ABSTRACT 
  
 

Since early 2020, the online teaching-learning mode is the only option available for all schools 
and universities globally to guarantee congruity in education. Even though online teaching-
learning seems to bring many benefits, it also inalienably comes with challenges. The primary 
intent behind this research is to explore the challenges faced by university lecturers and their 
level of adaptability towards this contemporary teaching model. This study used a 
quantitative research design by employing a questionnaire for its data collection and analysis. 
The collected data were analysed using descriptive statistics. A total of 42 lecturers from the 
School of Education & Social Sciences of a private university in Selangor took part in this study. 
The outcomes of the research had uncovered several difficulties faced by the lecturers during 
online teaching. Some of the issues include connection problems, eyestrain, and the of 
absence satisfaction during online classes. However, most of the lecturers were favourably 
disposed to adapt to the new teaching-learning method and environment. Pertinent 
implications and recommendations for future research are postulated from the findings of 
this present study. 
 

Keywords: online teaching, challenges, adaptability, technological change, 21st  century 
learning   

Presentation Abstracts 

mailto:frankie.s@help.edu.my
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COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE FOR ACADEMIC LEADERS: THE ROLE OF DIGITAL 
LITERACY IN POST-COVID 19 

 

Halah Kamal Saed 
University Kebangsaan Malaysia 

p103441@siswa.ukm.edu.my 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
 

Communicative competence is based on the ability of leaders to be proficient and effective 
in communication through the effective use of language. It is found that there is a decline of 
communicative competence among academic leaders. There are different factors which are 
causing declining of communicative competence such as affective factors  like the 
mismanagement of language tools, functional usage of language, cultural background, and 
technological factors.  Firstly, this research aims to explore the affective factors that hinder 
communicative competency among academic leaders. Secondly, to identify the cultural 
factors affecting communicative competence among academic leaders. Thirdly, to investigate 
the impact of post-COVID-19 technological factors affecting communicative competence 
among academic leaders. This study adopts a qualitative research method, where semi-
structured interviews were conducted with nine academic leaders from different universities 
in Iraq. The study adopted four theories, namely communicative competence theory, 
Leadership competence, Communication Competence  and Theory of Planned Behaviour to 
lay a solid foundation of the study and guide the procedure of data collection, data analysis 
and interpretation. The qualitative data were transcribed and analysed by using thematic 
analysis. The research findings showed the following key factors that are affecting the 
communicative competence among academic leaders; cultural factors and the impact of 
COVID- 19 pandemic on communicative competence and qualities of an excellent academic 
leader.  
 
Keywords: Communicative competence, academic leaders, COVID 19 Pandemic, post- COVID-
19, digital literacy, strategic competence, sociolinguistic, competence, leadership.   
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ABSTRACT 
 
 

This study determined and analyzed the level of English Proficiency in Listening and Reading 
Skills, factors that affect students’ performance in  listening and reading skills in English in 
terms of teacher- related factor, student- home related factor and school- related factor and 
the extent of seriousness of problems that affects the student’s English performance in both 
skills. It included the identification of  extent of the need to recommend for the improvement 
of student’s performance in English. The descriptive method was used in this study with a set 
of surveys and questionnaires.  It sought to determine the level of proficiency in English in 
terms of listening and reading skills. A total of fifty BEED and BSBA student respondents were 
used as  main subject of the study. Respondents were selected through random sampling. The 
questionnaire and test in English were used. Part I contained 25 items on listening skills and 
25 items on reading skills. Part II contained test items on the degree of effect of the factors 
that affect students’ performance in different language skills. Test on the degree of need for 
the proposed measures to improve students’ performance in English was also included.  
 

Keywords: Level of Proficiency, English, Elementary Education Students, Business 
Administration Students and Language Skills 
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ABSTRACT 

  
 

The Philippines, being considered as the social media capital of the world, faces a big problem 
when it comes to the exposure of its citizens (netizens) to different news that is being 
published every day. This study identified and analyzed the lexical features and image 
patterns used in sensational headlines of five selected Filipino Facebook pages namely, DU30 
News, Philippine News Courier, BOPOLS, PHNEWSPRIDE, The Adobo Chronicles, known for 
publishing fake news online along with these five lexical features: compound words, fuzzy 
words, numbers, pronouns and vivid words including a single analysis for the image patterns. 
Quantitative and qualitative type of research were used. The analysis of clickbait cues in terms 
of lexical and image patterns was adapted from Chen et al. (2015). The highest number of 
lexical cases that was found in the clickbait samples are proper nouns and vivid words. On the 
other hand, the lowest number of lexical features found in the clickbait samples are numbers 
and fuzzy words. Further, Filipino clickbait headlines frequently use edited images. Examining 
the netizens’ perceptions end experience towards clickbait headlines would also be an 
interesting variable to consider in future research.    
 

Keywords: Fake News, Linguistic Features, Image Patterns, Clickbait Headlines  
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ABSTRACT 

  
 

Realizations of speech acts vary from one language to another. Since refusing is a face-
threatening act, speakers and interlocutors are required to at least know or to discern which 
strategies are widely acceptable and linguistically practiced in a specific context. Present 
study investigates the pattern of the speech act of refusals among Meranaw students of the 
Mindanao State University-Main Campus in the Islamic City of Marawi of Southern 
Philippines, who are adherents of Islam, by employing a descriptive qualitative research 
method. The study specifically aimed to illustrate the strategies employed by the respondents 
in realizing the speech act of refusals, as well as to explore the influence of genders in framing 
a refusal act. The data collected from 50 respondents (23 males and 27 females) through a 
modified written discourse completion task (DCT) that contains contextualized hypothetical 
scenarios were coded and analyzed using the taxonomy of refusal strategies provided by 
Beebe, Takahashi, and Uliss-Weltz (1990) and treated using frequency and percentage 
counting. Finally, the study reveals that the respondents generally and dominantly employ 
indirect strategies such as the use of adjuncts, excuses, explanations, and reasons in realizing 
the refusal speech acts. Also, it shows that gender does not necessarily play a pivotal role in 
framing a refusal speech act, however, it is noted that females and males differ in dealing with 
invitations whereas the former employs adjunct to show appreciation while the latter used 
statement of regrets to acknowledge the face of an interlocutor. 
 

Keywords: Face-threatening, Speech act, Refusal strategies, Meranaw, Gender  
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ABSTRACT 

  
 

This paper investigated the repair practices incorporated by freshmen English major students 
in the talk-in-interaction in Facebook comment threads of four (4) online discussion forums 
(ODLs). To date, there is a scarcity of repair practices studies conducted in written discourses, 
specifically in online interaction through social network spaces. Thus, the researchers 
conducted this study. The study followed a qualitative descriptive design through the use of 
single-case study and the analysis was guided with Wong and Waring’s (2020) Interactional 
model. Based on the results, it was revealed that the most dominant repair types that was 
used by students in ODFs is self-initiated self-repair with a total of 43 (51.8%) frequency of 
occurrences. This was followed with other-initiated other-repair which has a total of 32 
(38.5%) frequency of occurrences wherein the students employed embedded corrections. 
Lastly, the other-initiated self-repair recorded 8 (9.6%) frequency of occurrences which in 
most cases the students used wh-interrogatives. It is recommended that English teachers 
using ODFs may encourage students to employ repair practices enable to make their 
asynchronous activity more meaningful in nature.  
 

Keywords: Repair Practices, Online Discussion Forum, Talk-In-Interaction, English Major, 
State University 
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ABSTRACT 
  
 

Climate change is a very concerning issue that has been talked about for decades and is now 
affecting the globe even worse than before. Realising the significant contribution of language 
use in climate change, this study explored how language is employed to propagate the issue 
on climate change based on data from The Sun Daily, which is an online English newspaper in 
Malaysia. Seven sub-corpora comprising the combination of both report and editorial news 
from May 2017 until May 2021 were processed and the Malaysian Diachronic Corpus Climate 
Change (myDCCC) was built. Topic modelling approach was employed to process the data 
through three steps. This approach is conceptualized as a way of describing what a text is 
about. Each year is labelled as a topic, e.g, 2017 (topic 1), 2018 (topic 2) and so on. The word 
‘energy’ appeared in every topic and has significant value in every topic. Other co-occurring 
sets of words include ‘green’, ‘technology’, ‘environment’, ‘science’ and ‘government’. Co-
occuring words like ‘world’ and ‘water’ were also identified in topic 3 and 4. Themes that were 
identified based on the co-occurring sets of words are natural environment, political 
institutions and mitigation actions. Topic Modelling acts as a computational lens to 
understand the thematic structure of a corpus and help researchers narrow down what 
specifically to look at in a corpus.  
 

 Keywords: Climate change, Corpus, Topic Modelling, Computational Linguistics,  MyDCCC, 
Media 
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Abstract 

 

The media provides multiple sources of entertainment to the media consumers especially 
from the soap operas and films. Over the years, there have been various depiction of women 
in the film industry. The projection of women’s images ranges from the stereotypically weak 
and vulnerable characters which are often dependent on men and traditionally domestic, to 
more empowered characters that tend to be independent and successful such as the 
protagonists in ‘The Devil Wears Prada’ and ‘Eat, Pray, Love’ movies. In contemporary 
Malaysian films, most Malay-Muslim female characters are generally depicted as possessing 
good values, intelligent, religious and independent as they overcome daily challenges posed 
by the patriarchal society (Mastura, 2018). The social media is another media platform that 
should be explored where the representation of women is concerned.  This study aims to 
explore how modern Malay-Muslim women are represented in selected Malaysian social 
media, and to find out if there are similarities with way women are portrayed in the 
cotemporary Malaysian films. A digitally-based study focusing on a well-known local Facebook 
page aimed at female audience is conducted to investigate the representation of modern 
Malay-Muslim women in social media. Both semiotic and linguistic analyses are conducted on 
selected images using frameworks by Kress and Van Leeuwen (1996, 2006), Goffman (1979) 
and Roland Barthes (1977). The projections of Malay-Muslim women in the social media show 
that they are very active and progressive similar to the female characters in the contemporary 
Malaysian films. Simultaneously, they are depicting with more positive images on the social 
media. 
 
Keywords: Representation, Modern Malay-Muslim women, Social Media, Semiotic, Female 
Characters.   
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ABSTRACT 
  
 

Malay Folktales portrays form of storytelling inherited from ancestors through generations. 
The retelling folktales are through oral tradition which illustrates the moral lesson that related 
with human experiences throughout the storyline. While the emergence development 
towards the new media especially animation as a platform of digital technology, it provides 
the comprehension of the Malay Folktales among young generation through the visual 
medium. The focus of this research highlighted on the animation film as a cultural production 
of Malaysian folktales. Rests on the Malay folktales by using Upin & Ipin: The Lone Gibbon Kris 
(2019) as the case study. Thus, the research purpose is to explore the capablity of this new 
medium as a mechanism of disseminating the Malay folktales tradition contented. This 
research will undergo a qualitative method through a textual analysis approach. Focuses on 
the selected animation film narrative. Thus, draws on the concept of folktales and cultural 
production as variables to conceptualise the research theoretical framework. The information 
gathered towards the research are through the document material from journal articles. The 
analysis reveals that Upin & Ipin: The Lone Gibbon Kris (2019) posses form of legends, myths, 
fairy tales and fable throughout the film narrative. The Malay Folktales to be found includes 
Raja Bersiong, Mat Jenin, Batu Belah Batu Bertangkup, Nujum Pak Belalang, Nakhoda Ragam, 
Si Tanggang, Singapura dilanggar Todak, dan Bawang Merah Bawang Putih. Throughout this 
research, it is hope that the findings will provide the information on the animation film in the 
context of cultural production as a reference and guidance to society.  
 

 Keywords: Malay Folktales, Animation Film, New Media, Digital Technology, 
Cultural  Production 
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ABSTRACT 
  
 

The advancement of mobile technologies has made reading on smartphones a common 
activity among readers. This is significant for L2 students because the texts encountered in 
the digital environment are mostly in the English language. However, some texts appeal more 
than others and affect students’ language skills to a certain extent. This is a case study aiming 
to investigate the types of texts that L2 students encounter on smartphones and the 
strategies used to select texts to read. Data was collected from open-ended interviews and 
observations from students’ smartphone screen recordings. Findings revealed that students 
encountered texts by actively searching for or passively receiving them. They usually read 
texts from social messaging and networking applications, internet articles, and other 
informational or instructional texts on their smartphones. The selection depended on their 
interests and recommendations from other readers besides using strategies such as 
evaluating the titles, text layout, page design and complexity of the language in the text. Texts 
perceived to be difficult to read were generally avoided but texts with appealing topics were 
still attempted. Students also navigated from one text to another rather quickly and evaluated 
the content by cross-checking with other sources or based on the website’s reputation. 
 

 Keywords: digital reading, digital texts, text types, text selection, smartphones, L2 students 
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ABSTRACT 
 

As a positive speech act, compliment response plays a vital role in maintaining solidarity 
among speakers. This research investigated the compliment response strategies (CRS) among 
Malaysian participants of Generation X and Generation Z. Since this study is conducted on 
digital social media called Facebook, the unique features of emoticons are also examined. The 
research instrument of this research is the naturally occurring online written communication 
that focuses on compliment responses over a Facebook’s user’s profile picture. For the data, 
there are 15 participants from each Generation X and Generation Z. A total of 90 compliment 
responses were collected and categorized in accordance to Placencia, Lower and Power’s 
categorisation of Compliment Responses (2016). The findings suggest that social factors of 
generational differences and the Malaysian culture affects the choice of CRS among 
participants of Generation X and Z. Furthermore, the most preferred compliment response 
strategy by both Generation X and Generation Z is the Acceptance Strategy. On the other 
hand, functions of emoticons in CRs were also analysed based on Kavanagh (2010) 
framework, in which the findings suggest that emoticons are widely used in this dissertation 
for lexical usage and positive politeness strategy.  
 
Keywords: Speech Acts, Compliment Response Strategy, Generational Studies, Online 
Discourse 
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ABSTRACT 
  
 

In language and gender studies, it has been argued that men and women differ in the way 
they use language. Men’s language is often associated with competitiveness, while women’s 
language is associated with cooperativeness. In addition, the generalization on women’s 
language does not stop with their linguistic styles, but also with the topics that constitutes 
their conversations. In this regard, this present study aims to investigate if these 
generalizations are true to other culture. This study specifically aims to reveal the linguistic 
features and conversation topics that usually constitute the language of Meranaw occupants 
of Super New Girls Dormitory (SNGD) by utilizing a descriptive qualitative research method. 
The data of the study are 40 casual conversations that were taped inside the dormitory—the 
study is corpus-based where mobile phone was used to record and collect the conversations. 
The gathered data were mainly coded and analyzed using the theoretical framework on the 
features of women’s language proposed by Lakoff (1975). Moreover, in coding the 
conversation topics, the proposed taxonomy by Bischoping (1993) was employed. In order to 
realize patterns, frequency and percentage counting was utilized. Finally, the study found that 
Meranaw women use different linguistic features especially tag questions, intensifiers and 
lexical hedges. Further, the topics that frequently occurred in their casual conversations are 
people and relationship, and work and money. Lastly, the study argues that women’s 
language is tentative and indirect to maintain solidarity, and Meranaw women’s language 
reflects both their gender and their culture.  
 

 Keywords: Women’s language, Meranaw, Cooperativeness, Linguistic features, 

Conversation topics  
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ABSTRACT 
 
 

Since long Digital Humanities is existing within the various fields. In one or the other way, it 
has played its flexible parts in facilitative manner. The people were only familiar with its 
Digitization through humanity. In this paper, it is concerning the almost digitized data, curated 
in Digital repository, entails text edition; the data reverted from one of the digital platforms, 
placed in an app, edited with displayed suggestions, considering its contextualization. Along 
with this an E-portfolio, curated through different Digital repositories; such as blog, YouTube, 
slideshare, a hand-written piece of reflection for past, now and present. While primely the 
paper is foreseeing the problem of contextualization through both the curation platforms; 
how without context the data is left to exploitation and isolation, which is powerless to 
survive alone therefore succumbing to the present situation, unaware of its own existence, 
thus absurdism, widely spread. Where only showcasing is sufficing without any prominence. 
In want of the latter, the concerned personality has to come out breaking all shackles of 
literalism. What was till now seen in reality, is going to contemplate in virtual life with 
uniqueness, unimagined by most of the people around the world. 
 

Keywords : Digital Humanities,  Digitization, E-text, Google Sites : E-portfolio, Application. 
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ABSTRACT 
  
 
The advances in technology have seen storytelling evolve from traditional forms of narration 
to modern forms such as motion picture, animation and digital, interactive narratives. Digital 
storytelling has transformed the way in which stories are presented, and the digitization of 
traditional literary classics and fictions has led to the revisioning of some of its plots and 
characters. This paper presents the evolution of storytelling and the impact of media 
digitization through a qualitative case study of a fictional character and story of a well-known 
villainous character, Cruella De Vil, from the 1956 novel 101 Dalmation by Dodie Smith. This 
study will employ critical literary analysis and content analysis to explore Cruella de Vil’s 
character as represented in various digital platforms, including the animated and TV series, 
films and the fan base digital platforms. The discussion explores Cruella De Vil’s character and 
the plot of the story through the multiple media platforms used and the audience 
engagement in constructing her character and the narration. The findings reveal that the 
depth and growth of this classic villain’s character via digital narration can be largely 
attributed to the phenomena of cultural convergence. This study discloses that in addition to 
the use of multiple media platforms, digital storytelling facilitates a participatory culture, 
where everyone can contribute in expanding and reshaping the character and the narration 
to the various dimensions.  
 

Keywords: Storytelling, Digital Storytelling, Fiction, Cruella De Vil  
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ABSTRACT 
  
 

COVID-19 pandemic has recently overtaken the world. Lockdowns and travel restrictions 
were announced to cease the transmission risk. Announcements and speeches by 
governments are key to persuade people to obey the rules during the pandemic, however, 
some announcements have caused confusion and distress to people. Past studies related to 
political speeches have mainly focused on the male politicians’ inaugurations and presidential 
campaigns. Further, stereotypes towards female leadership cause underrepresentation and 
inequality towards women in political leadership. Hence, this study aims to examine the 
persuasive strategies employed by the female leaders in their COVID-19 speeches, more 
specifically, to identify (1) the main messages in their speeches, (2) the types of persuasive 
strategies used, and (3) how they used persuasive strategies to convey their messages to 
achieve persuasion. The data of this qualitative study are COVID-19 speeches of three female 
politicians from New Zealand, German, and Taiwan respectively. The speeches were 
addressed during the early stage of COVID-19. The data will be descriptively and thematically 
analysed using Johnstone's (1989) persuasive strategies and Aristotle’s three means of 
persuasion. The study hopes to contribute to the field of women’s political discourse in social 
practices and persuasive discourse in leadership during a communicable disease pandemic.  
 

Keywords: COVID-19, political discourse, persuasive strategies, female politicians, speeches 
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ABSTRACT 
 

Sentiment analysis has been applied widely in discovering people’s opinion towards a certain 
item, be it a product, a movie, a person or an event. As Malaysia and China are working closely 
with each other, this research intends to investigate how China is perceived in Malaysian 
media through sentiment analysis. The researchers take China-related news from January 
2012 to December 2018 on The Star Online as the data for investigation, aiming to uncover 
the sentiment of these China-related news reports. The Excel Add-in tool Azure Machine 
Learning is used for the analysis, and polarity of these news reports is calculated 
automatically. A monthly trend of sentiment from 2012 to 2018 is hence obtained, showing 
that the overall polarity of China-related news reports on The Star Online is negative, 
however, a slight increase of positiveness is detected over time. This reflects a closer 
cooperation between China and Malaysia in recent years. 
 

Keywords:  sentiment analysis; China; Malaysian English news; The Star Online 
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